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Panegyric of Honorary Doctorate
Andrew George William Parsons

This award is presented to Andrew George William Parsons, the current president of the
International Paralympic Committee (IPC), in recognition of his dedication to reforming
Paralympic sports. He has been a strong advocate for the rights of athletes with disabilities
and has significantly improved the competitive environment for them. Parsons is an excep-
tional advocate in the sports arena and a notable leader in the international sports commu-
nity.

Parsons' academic and practical contributions and efforts in adaptive sports are apparent to
all. He has demonstrated remarkable leadership and firm belief in the critical challenges of
the 2021 global pandemic. As a result, the Tokyo Paralympic Games, which were regarded as
the "most challenging Paralympic Games", were successfully organised, with over 4,500 ath-
letes from 161 countries. In recognition of his efforts in promoting equal rights and welfare
for social groups in the global sports arena, he received Brazil's highest honour, the "Com-
mander of the Order of Rio Branco."

Parsons has held key positions, including being a member of the International Olympic Com-
mittee (I0C), the IPC, and the World Anti-Doping Agency. His honours include the Prime
Minister's Award for Sports Achievement in Brazil (the country’s highest award), the Sports
Competitive Management Leader Award, the Order of Ipiranga, the Esports Management
Leader Award, and the Sports Competitive Contributor Medal.

During his tenure as a member of the IOC, Parsons has fostered long-term collaboration
between the IPC and the IOC and has promoted frequent interactions with Taiwan. The Chi-
nese Taipei Paralympic Committee successfully hosted the IPC General Assembly in 2021,
with full support from Parsons, enhancing Taiwan's visibility on the global stage.

Born in Brazil in 1977 to a Scottish family, Parsons has been involved in international sports
since 2005. He previously served as president of the Americas Paralympic Committee
(2005-2009) and the Brazilian Paralympic Committee (2009-2017), as an IPC Committee
At-large member (2009), as IPC Vice President (2013-2017), and has held the role of IPC Pres-
ident since 8th September 2017.

His contributions and achievements serve as an exemplary model for those involved in
sports development, Paralympic sports, and advocacy for the rights of athletes with disabili-
ties. Therefore, following the National Taiwan Sport University Honorary Doctorate Awards
Regulations, Andrew George William Parsons is highly r snded for the Honorary
Doctor of Philosophy.

Honorary Doctorate Awards Committee
National Taiwan Sport University
17t May 2025




Andrew George William Parsons Acceptance Presentation

President of National Taiwan Sport University Dr. Chiu,

Vice Minister of Ministry of Education Mr. Chang Liao Wan-Chien,
Director-General of Sports Administration, Dr. James Cheng,
President of the Chinese Taipei Paralympic Committee Dr. Mu,
Distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen:

It is a great honor and privilege to stand before you today as the recipient of the honorary
doctoral degree from the National Taiwan Sport University. For more than 20 years went into
Para sports, and it means so much to me that the work | am so passionate about also reso-
nates with others. | am so honored to have my work recognized by the National Taiwan Sport
University, and dear friends in Taiwan.

As | look out into the audience here today, | see many young faces — men and women. | know
you will all have different talents, different strengths. But | am sure that you all have one thing
in common: You all have dreams. You all want to achieve something. Together, our dedication
to create a peaceful and better world through para sports will bear some fruits soon.

| would also like to thank University President Dr. Chiu, Vice-Minister of Ministry of Education
Mr. Chang Liao, Director-General of Sports Administration Dr. Cheng, and President of NPC
Chinese Taipei Dr. Mu, for their kind invitation to my wife and | to visit your beautiful country.
Taiwan’ s economic and political achievements have long been recognized and admired by
the world. It is a true testament to the world “llha Formosa” acclaimed by the Portuguese
sailors when they first sailed through seas surrounding this island in 1517.

In the last few years, | have seen the Chinese Taipei Para athletes making remarkable achieve-
ments in their respective fields. The number of athletes and the medals they garnered have
both increased. | think the credits should be granted to the leading supervisors of Sports
Administration, Ministry of Education, and very outstanding NPC president Dr. Mu and her
capable staff at the Chinese Taipei Paralympic Committee.

| look forward to further success by the Chinese Taipei Para athletes and my continuous
warm working relationship with Dr. Mu and excellent officials of the upcoming Ministry of
Sports and Team Taiwan.

Once again, | wish to thank University President Dr. Chiu, and everyone associated with put-
ting on today’ s event, and look forward to bringing positive changes in the Paralympic
Movement.

Thank you very much. My wife and | are so happy and honored to present our gratefulness
with whole heart.

Thank you, Taiwan!
% # (Thank you in Taiwanese), Taiwan!

Andrew Parsons
17" May 2025
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